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June 2010
Issue 2
Parent Council News
This is the second Parent Council newsletter, and I have tried to bring together some of the developments taking place locally, regionally and nationally which I think may be of interest to Parent Council members and other parents.  Please circulate this newsletter to your members and make it available to parents at your school if possible.
Gillian Simmons, Parental Involvement Officer

Email: Gillian.simmons@scotborders.gov.uk
Tel: 01835 826814
Mobile: 077853 05888
What’s happening in 
your school?
This is a busy time of year for teachers, pupils and parents with sports days, summer fayres, school picnics and trips away.  I’ve been lucky enough to visit a number of parent councils and hear about the fantastic events they’ve organised with their schools, or the exciting activities they have planned.
Below are a very small example of the great parental involvement projects I’ve heard about, but I’d love to share more and would very much welcome news and, if possible, photographs to publish in the newsletter and on the website :

www.scotborders.gov.uk/cyppp and follow links to Parental Involvement. (Please ensure the necessary permissions have been received before submitting any photographs for publication).
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Tell the Scottish Government what you think
Everyone with an interest in Scottish education now has the opportunity to engage directly with the Scottish Government and share their views on what is going well and what needs to change. Participants will have the opportunity to influence government policy by providing feedback on the key issues facing Scottish education.  

Engage for Education is a ground breaking online public participation project to enable teachers, young people, parents, school staff and others to join in online discussions, ask questions directly of Ministers and officials, and contribute their views on current national consultations.

To sign up for Engage for Education, please go to: www.engageforeducation.org.   
One current discussion topic running till 4th June is: “Homework – burden or benefit?”




Insurance
Scottish Borders Council pays for a block insurance policy for its Parent Councils each year, provided by the Scottish Parent Teacher Council.

This policy provides public liability insurance for all Parent Council activities including PTA events so long as the PTA is a sub-group of the Parent Council.  
Separate PTAs are not covered by the block insurance policy and will need to take out their own insurance.

For further information, please get in touch with Gillian Simmons (contact details above).

Parent Council Induction Training

Three induction training sessions have been arranged for Parent Council members or those thinking of joining a Parent Council.  
Dates are as follows:

Wednesday 15th September 2010
Venue:  East (probably Duns)

Monday 20th September 2010
Venue:  West (Innerleithen / Peebles)

Wednesday 22nd September 2010
Venue:  Central (Galashiels)

All sessions will run from 7.00 – 8.30pm.
If there is sufficient demand (at least 12 parents), additional sessions can be put on locally.

Booking forms are available on the Council’s website : www.scotborders.gov.uk/cyppp 

then follow the links to “Parental Involvement”.

Look out for … 
School Holiday consultation

A consultation will take place early next session about school holidays for the period August 2011 - July 2014.  Parent Councils may wish to begin thinking about how they will gather the views of the wider parent body as part of this consultation.
Review of Partner Schools

A review of how the new partner school arrangements are working is being planned to take place next session, and details will be sent to the relevant Parent Councils inviting them to take part in the process.

Parent Advisory Group

Parent Council Chairs have received a notice about a planned advisory group of parents to provide the Director of Education and Lifelong Learning with a “parent’s perspective”.  Details of how to apply to be a member of this group are contained in the notice, and the deadline for applications is Friday 11th June 2010.
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The project involved the whole of the Stow Primary School community including parents and other local people learning new skills to make all kinds of art works.  The results were then displayed in the Town Hall for public view, and sold to raise money for the school.  This is a great example of parental involvement and of Curriculum for Excellence in action.





�


Senior students from Selkirk High School worked with parents and teachers to organise a Burns Supper, with the students themselves carrying out most of the main roles.  The evening was a great success and shows how there is plenty of scope for parental involvement even in secondary schools.
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Parents brought a wide range of skills to support this health week organised by Lilliesleaf Primary School and its Parent Council.  It turned out that the parents included a dance teacher, rugby coach, complementary therapist, diabetic nurse, chiropractor, sports lecturer and a marathon runner/ swimming instructor, whilst many others volunteered to help too.  A whole week of activities was organised including a day when parents could come along and join in events with their children.  Skills were shared and everyone learned something new – even the teachers!








