
LAUDER PRIMARY SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL MEETING:
TUESDAY 27 APRIL 2010 AT LAUDER PRIMARY SCHOOL
Welcome 
1. Richard Mirley welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
Apologies
2.
Apologies were received on the night from Kirsty Page, Roddy McGeoch, Sheena Counsell, Arlene King, Lynda Davison and Patrick Stenhouse. 

Minutes of Last Meeting

3.
The minutes of the meeting held on 23 February were approved.  

Matters Arising

Constitution

4.1
There had been a relatively short timeframe for parents to respond to the recently circulated Parent Council Constitution and it was suggested that it would be beneficial to extend the closing date for agreement.  Alan Vannan agreed to inform parents via the next newsletter of the extension to the closing date.
Official School Opening
4.2
AV advised that there was no update to provide at the moment.  It was noted that David Peace had written to Scottish Borders Council advising of the PC’s preference for marking the official opening of the school.
School Trips

4.3
There had been very little response to the questionnaires left for completion at the recent parent evenings.  This was taken as parents being content with the way funds were currently being spent by the PC.  However, it was agreed that the parent evenings should continue to be used as a way of communicating with the parent forum.
Donation of Books 
4.4
AV advised that the request for book donations had gone very well and had helped swell the current library stock.
Car Drop-off Points
4.5
There didn’t seem to be any real problems with the drop-off points.  It was agreed that the new car park was helping ease congestion in the road leading to the school. 
Chair Update
5.1
RM referred to the recent ACE conference.  Unfortunately both Roddy McGeoch and Kirsty Page who had attended the ACE conference had sent in their apologies so there was no update from the conference.
5.2
Following on from a discussion at the last meeting about the loss of free fruit, it was confirmed that there had been a kind offer to donate fruit for the children.  As a sensible starting point it was agreed to offer the fruit to P1 and P2 children.  Volunteers were sought to prepare the fruit and Richard Mirley, Nuala McKinlay, Ingrid Moore and Anne Lillico put themselves forward.  It was agreed that it would be helpful to draw up a rota to ensure the preparation of the fruit on the 2 days that it was going to be made available.
5.3
Management of the website was raised.  Now that the site was up and running Ross Morgan agreed to make changes as required.
Treasurer’s Report
6.1
Anne Lillico provided an update on some of the income and expenditure that had taken place since the last meting and confirmed that the current bank balance stood at £2,372.  Recent income and expenditure related to the book worm, the school disco, the P6/7 raffle, the purchase of the picnic benches and sultan seeds.  
6.2
AL would endeavour to get a set of audited accounts in time for the AGM.

Learning Difficulties
7.
It was agreed that this matter should be discussed at the next meeting.
Use of MUGA/School Grounds Outside of School Hours
8.1
AV advised of the complaints received from the surrounding neighbours as a result of children using the MUGA outwith school hours.  AV confirmed that there had been no damage to the school and that the complaints were around the noise being made by the children. 
8.2
AV mentioned that Cllr Parker saw this as a community resource and there was total agreement amongst the PC that this should be the case.    
Sub-Group Updates
Fundraising

9.1
A lot of what had recently happened had been covered in the Treasurer update.  However, a discussion took place around 2 upcoming events:
· The Spring Walk taking place on 16 May

· The Summer Sizzle taking place on 11 June.
Nuala McKinlay agreed to speak to SBC about the need for a licence for the Summer Sizzle.
9.2
The next meeting of the Fundraising sub-group would take place on 10 May at 6.30pm.

Facilities
9.3
Sandra Paton provided an update around the recent discussions that had taken place to develop the outdoor areas.  It was also confirmed that the school eco committee was now up and running. 
Head Teacher Report
10.1
AV referred to the HMIE inspection that had just taken place and thanked all the staff for their work and efforts in the lead up to, and during the week long inspection.  The HMIE report would be published in about 6 weeks time and would be made available to all parents.
10.2
As a result of Transforming Children’s Services, AV also advised that the school had now moved from 2 Principal Teachers to 1. 

10.3
AV advised that the class size of the nursery for next year was now at capacity.  The current predictions for P1-7 next year pointed to the need for the utilisation of 10 classrooms.  If this was the case then AV asked that consideration be given to providing another smart board. 
Any Other Business 

11.
Ross Morgan mentioned that he had received an offer of a free stall from the Lauderdale Trust for the forthcoming Dogs Allowed event at Thirlestane Castle over the weekend 21 and 22 August.  It was agreed that this would be a good opportunity to raise funds and that some thought should be given to the nature of the stall.   This proposal would be discussed in more detail at the next meeting of the Fundraising committee. 
Date of Next Meeting

12.
The next meeting of the Parent Council will be the AGM and this will take place on Tuesday 22 June at 7pm in the school.  A letter notifying the Parent Forum of this date would require to be sent out in advance of the AGM.  


